CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM

nounced in the ceremonies of marriage and
burial.

More important, however, was the de-
velopment of the official service, the arrange-
ment of the day and the hour of obligatory
attendance and the introduction of preach-
ing : under Muhammed and his early fol-
lowers, and until late in the Omajjad period,
preaching was confined to addresses, given
as occasion demanded, but by degrees it
became part of the regular ritual. With it
was afterwards connected the intercession
for the Caliphs, which became a highly
significant part of the service, as symbolis-
ing their sovereignty. It seems to me
very probable that this practice was an
adoption, at any rate in theory, of the
Christian custom of praying for the em-
peror. The pulpit was then introduced
under Christian influence, which thus com-
pletely transformed the chair (mimbar) of
the ancient Arab judges and rulers and
made it a piece of church furniture; the
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